
 

 

Missing Adults 

 Thousands of American's are reported missing each year in the United States. There is no 
waiting period to report any person missing.  

 There are many reasons why an adult person voluntarily disappears including: 
o Wander from caregiver, family/culture conflict, mental illness/depression, substance 

abuse, credit problems, abusive relationships, marital discord, and "foul play" to name 
few.    

 Being a voluntary missing person is NOT A CRIME. Any adult person can simply walk away, 
and choose to ignore family, friends, associates and employers. 

 Be prepared to give information on the missing adult, including birth date or age, identity 
information, physical descriptions, current photograph and most importantly all medical data.    

The Stockton Police Investigation: 

 Once the original report is obtained, the case is reviewed and worked by the Investigations 
Division who will proceed with the follow up investigation as necessary. 

 Because being a missing person is not a crime, police have a very limited role while conducting 
these types of investigations.  All U.S. citizens have a right to be left alone, and police intrusion 
into their lives must be minimal.  

 Once the missing person is found by Stockton Police, the department will notify the person 
who made the report. However, police CANNOT disclose the location or whereabouts of the 
missing adult without that person's consent. 

What can you do?  

1) Keep up the search for your reported missing person. The police will help, but they are 
searching for all the reported missing persons in their jurisdiction. 

2) You may check with area hospitals, medical clinics, or adult detention centers to see if the 
missing adult has been brought to one of these facilities. Local homeless shelters can also 
be a source for contact. 

3) Contact the Salvation Army for transient type missing adults:    
 Salvation Army Missing Person Locator Program 

4) You may want to engage the services of a private investigator. 
 

It is your responsibility to contact law enforcement to cancel the report when the reported 
missing person contacts you or returns home.  


